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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Macher et al. (US 
Patent 6,641,276). 

With respect to claim 1, Macher et al. teaches a dial plate for use in an instrument panel 
of a vehicle (Column 1, Lines 3-5) comprising laminated patterns of light emitting elements 2, 
the laminated patterns being formed on a substrate 4 of the dial plate by laminating 
electroluminescent materials through printing (Column 1, Lines 28-30), and having a specific 
design corresponding to external data (Column 1, Lines 19-30). 

With respect to claim 2, Macher et al. teaches the dial plate for use in an instrument panel 
of a vehicle wherein a wiring pattern for supplying electric power (5,6) to the light emitting 
elements is formed on the substrate as a part of the laminated patterns through printing. 

With respect to claim 3, Macher et al. teaches a method for producing a dial plate for use 
in an instrument panel of a vehicle (Column 1, Lines 3-5) comprising the steps of receiving 
external data, forming laminated patterns on a substrate of the dial plate by laminating 
electroluminescent materials 2 through printing (Column 1, Lines 28-30), whereby the laminated 
patterns have a specific design corresponding to the external data (Column 1, Lines 19-30). 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/808,509 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2875 

Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Ito et al. (US 
2004/0009303). 

With respect to claim 4, Ito et al. teaches an apparatus for producing a dial plate for use in 
an instrument panel of a vehicle (Paragraph 306) comprising a printing head 26 of which a 
nozzle 27 is able to eject fluid 8, a transporting means 1 7 to transport the printing head to a 
specific position, a receiving means (19,21) to receive external data, and a controlling means 24 
to control motion of the transporting means and ejection of respective electroluminescent 
materials from the printing head in order to form laminated patterns (Figure 7) of light emitting 
elements on a substrate of the dial plate, whereby the laminated patterns have a specific design 
corresponding to the external data (Paragraph 164). 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Ayres (US Patent 6,854,350) and Knoll et al. (US Patent 6,404,463) teach dial plates 
with electroluminescent material. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to David J. Makiya whose telephone number is (571) 272-2273. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 7:30am - 4:00pm (ET). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Renee Luebke can be reached on (571) 272-2009. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free), 
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